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Area Studies from the Perspective of World History
and Global History
Bi Shihong

Abstract: In area-study disciplines, world history is not only an important
foundation, but also one of its important interdisciplinary subjects.
“Country” and “Area” are the two wheels of the historical research of
arca-study disciplines. Since its birth, the discipline of world history has
become more closely related to nation-states and has grown stronger.
When scholars use world history research methods to discuss the history of
countries and areas, they will make extensive use of knowledge, concepts
and languages based on a modern perspective. The possible direction of
combining world history and global history with arca studies is to pay
attention to the relationship or correlation between human groups and to
adopt a “successive history” approach; try to exclude centrality, that is,
when examining area history, do not focus on a specific area, and treat
all areas and human beings as equally as possible; based on the position
and perspective of “global village residents” , discover and emphasize
the commonalities of countries in all areas; on the basis of consolidating
“vertical history” , strengthen “lateral history” research to return to the
grand narrative. In the process of deepening area studies, it is necessary
to grasp the principles of focusing on important issues and real problems,
adhering to the principle of “theory comes from history” , paying attention
to the complexity of area studies, making good use of comparative
research, and raising practice to a theoretical level. By adopting research
methods such as global history, it will be possible to promote the better
integration and development of area studies and world history disciplines.

Keywords: Arca Studies, World History, Global History, Transnational

History, Successive History



